[bookmark: _GoBack]SERMON OUTLINE: 6 MAY 2018
Scripture reading: Genesis 4:1 - 26			Focal verse: Gen 4:6,7
Theme: Those who respond dependently thankful to God’s love, live joyful and rule over himself, the creation and sin. 
Are you a king or a slave? Rule you, or are you ruled? Determine you your own joy in live, or do another determine your joy? Do you accept your responsibilities for your deeds, or blame you all other for that what went wrong in your life? Genesis 3 described to us the fall into sin and man’s reaction to it. The whole world changed when sin came into God’s good creation. Before the fall into sin, man look forward to the meeting with God every evening. There was no fear for God. All was a good relationship with God in abundance of love. 
After the disobedience of Adam and Eve, the reaction of them is described. A few words described the destruction of all that was good and how man changed from king to slave. Man is now afraid of God and hide from him. Man is no longer responsible for his own deeds but see himself as a poor victim of circumstances out of his control. They started with the blame shifting game. Adam blame Eve and become a slave of his deeds. He accused her as the one that was responsible for his decision. Eve is now the one that determine Adam’s live and he made himself dependent on her. He is no longer king, and do not had a relationship with God any more. He is ruled while he was supposed to be a ruler. Eve blame the snake as if they as children of the King had no other choice than to listen to the serpent. Look around you and look to yourself and you will see how this scene plays it out every day. 
Man is created to rule over the whole of God’s creation. This does not mean to destroy and use all for yourself, but it means loving care and responsibility for that what is placed in your care. If Adam ruled over sin, he would had taken responsibility for his deeds and ask God for forgiveness of it. The sinful man tries to escape his responsibility and became a victim of circumstances, while he is supposed to rule over it. Listen how people, and sometimes ourselves, see them as victims of circumstances and do not take kingly responsibility. This is the grace of being a child of God: I can confess my sin and debt before God, received his forgiveness, change everything and build a new future with God to glorify him as his steward on earth. 
Life continues after the tragic fall into sin. Eve gave birth to Cain and in her words, you hear the expectation that Kain will be the promised saviour which God promised in the garden. Abel is the next to be born, and he is call “nothingness”. They expected Cain to solve all problems. Both grew up and both ruled over creation. Cain as a farmer with vegetation to plant and harvest. Abel as a stock farmer with cattle and sheep. Both do what God call them to do: to look after the creation, used it and take care of it. Both bring a sacrifice to the Lord for all that He had give them. Cain bring of the fruits of the land and Abel bring the best of his stock, of their fat and that means the best he had. Cain’s sacrifice was rejected, and Abel’s sacrifice was accepted. We read in Hebrew that Abel’s sacrifice was accepted because it was in faith. This means that he sacrificed to faithfully thank God for everything. He accepted responsibility for his life in the acknowledgement that God is the King and Ruler. Abel ruled over the earth and himself in communion with God. He knew that he is dependent on God and that he will glorify Him if he lived obediently. His sacrifice is a symbol of his love for God. 
Cain’s sacrifice was rejected because his motif for the sacrifice was wrong. He sacrificed with the idea that God must refund what he did to God. It is a transaction: I did this for you, I believe in you, I will do all for you if you bless me and give me health and wealth. God became the servant of Cain. Cain was very disappointed and did not rule over himself and his anger. He did not sit down and in prayer to God try to understand what happened and found his own guilt. Hy put all blame on Abel. Cain feel that he is rejected and inferior. He did not rule over his emotions but find the source of his misfortune in Abel. Abel was the culprit that made live so bad for Cain. Blame shifting, and not kingly rule over evil. God spoke to Cain and ask him to rule over the sin. God did not give up, but asked Cain to rethink his deeds and repent. Do you see how the sin grew? Cain was disappointed that his sacrifice was not accepted and find the reason in his brother’s deeds. He should have found it in himself and redo his sacrifice. He became jealous on his brother. God command him to rule over sin and to redo his sacrifice in humbleness with repentance of his sin. Cain decided that only violence can solve this problem.
If Cain listened to God, he should have seen the love of God and in the forgiving power and in communion with God, ruled over his emotions. Hy blamed God, in stead of taking responsibility for his deeds. God’s word to Cain show clearly God’s love for Cain. He wanted to keep Cain for the building of his Kingdom and save Him. 
God acts always in love and pulls al people through his love towards a life in obedience and communion with God. Therefor he warned Cain. Man is responsible for his own deeds and He force no-one, but every-one must rule over sin and run away from it. Cain did not do this, but he killed his brother. He thought: when Abel is out of the way, God must accept him, and he will be happy and prosperous. Abel determined now Cain’s happiness, and not himself. He is ruled by sin, and do not rule over it. The loving God call again to Cain and give him an opportunity to confess and asked forgiveness. Cain’s answer to God’s love is that he is not responsible for his brother and is not his keeper. Again, he shifted the blame and do not take responsibility. Typical a slave. Poor me, I can’t help, because all and every-one is against me.
When God told Cain what he had done and what is the consequence of such a lifestyle, it is too much for him. Cain did not rule over sin (sin of murder) and request forgiveness, therefor his ruling over creation will also not be successful. He will become a restless wanderer on earth and will not reap the fruit from the earth He saw all people as a threat to him. He did not rule over his relationships with other people but blame them for what happened to him. Therefor all became his enemies and he could not live in peace with any-one. He would be a restless wanderer because he had no relationship with God and did not take any responsibility for his own deeds. 
In Cain’s reaction on the word of the Lord, you see that he sees himself as a victim of other people and their deeds. He said that God chased him away and that he had no entrance to God anymore. He accused the Lord in stead of admit that it is his continuing in sin that broke the relationship. He is only worried about himself and the punishment is too heavy. He acknowledges that violence call violence. He showed no real repentance but did not like the outcome of his deeds. Again, you see the love of God. He gave him a sign to protect his life. The Lord God continue to show his love for the paved sinner and protect his life while he is calling him in love to become part of his grace and walk with him. God does not leave man, man leaves God. It is man that is disobedient, that blame others and who do not rule over sin, himself and creation. 
Therefor: take responsibility for all your deeds; confess your sin before God and thank Him that he puts the burden and punishment of our sins on Jesus Christ. He sacrificed himself so that we can be pardoned. Accept the forgiveness of sin and live in a close relationship with God to be a king and not a slave. Live in love with God and you shall be empowered by the Holy Spirit to rule over yourself (your emotions, behaviour, deeds); over your relationships with other (chase all envy, hate and jealous away: see always the image of God in your neighbour and show love and kindness to him as co-saved sinner); and over the creation to glorify God. He wants, you to love Him and He will empower you to serve and glorify Him as King. Accept his leadership faithfully and take responsibility for your deeds (only then you can change it). Know God as the redeeming missionary God and you will live depended on Him, subdue the creation and care lovingly for it so that the generations after you, will have joy. Live in peace with your neighbours. Rule over all your adversities and challenges with his power. If Cain shared his disappointment with God, and asked wisdom from Him, he would be able to rule over his sin. 
Live like you are created in God’s image and saved through Jesus Christ, and you will be empowered to rule over all, even the satan in the knowledge that Jesus Christ have overcome sin and death. He gave us new life and empower us through his body and blood to be kings like Him. 
